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Clay Balls 
 
A man was exploring caves by the Seashore. In one of the caves he found a canvas bag with a 
bunch of hardened clay balls. It was like someone had rolled clay balls and left them out in the sun 
to bake. They didn't look like much, but they intrigued the man, so he took the bag out of the cave 
with him. As he strolled along the beach, he would throw the clay balls one at a time out into the 
ocean as far as he could. 
 
He thought little about it, until he dropped one of the clay balls and it cracked open on a rock. Inside 
was a beautiful, precious stone! 
 
Excited, the man started breaking open the remaining clay balls. Each contained a similar treasure. 
He found thousands of dollars worth of jewels in the 20 or so clay balls he had left. 
 
Then it struck him. He had been on the beach a long time. He had thrown maybe 50 or 60 of the clay 
balls with their hidden treasure into the ocean waves. Instead of thousands of dollars in treasure, 
he could have taken home tens of thousands, but he had just thrown it away! 
 
It's like that with people. We look at someone, maybe even ourselves, and we see the external clay 
vessel. It doesn't look like much from the outside. It isn't always beautiful or sparkling, so we 
discount it. 
 
We see that person as less important than someone more beautiful or stylish or well known or 
wealthy. But we have not taken the time to find the treasure hidden inside that person. 
 
There is a treasure in each and every one of us. If we take  the time to get to know that person, and 
if we ask God to show us that person the way He sees them, then the clay begins to peel away and 
the brilliant gem begins to shine forth. 
      
May we not come to the end of our lives and find out that we have thrown away a fortune in 
friendships because the gems were hidden in bits of clay. May we see the people in  
 our world as God sees them. I am so blessed by the gems of friendship I have  
  with you. Thank you for looking beyond my clay vessel. 
 
                  APPRECIATE EVERY SINGLE THING YOU HAVE, ESPECIALLY 
                     YOUR FRIENDS! LIFE IS TOO SHORT AND FRIENDS ARE  

                                TOO FEW! 
 
  Passed on from various web sites 
  Author unknown 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING ON THE FINANCIAL FRONT? 
 
I appreciate the questions I have received from a few parishioners about the state of 
our finances at this time (July 31, 2009). 
Contributions to the OPERATING BUDGET (We call it the GENERAL FUND) are 
running about 10% below  the budget plan, a shortfall of $20,000, and at the same 
time the EXPENSES are approximately 10% below expected costs. So, you might say 
we’re in balance.  
On the other hand, since expenses have been kept below the budget plan, we can 
expect to incur those costs in the second half of the year. Also, we have paid no 
benevolence monies ($16,650 is budgeted for PC(USA), Churches United for Homeless, Deacons, Per Capita 
and Action Ministry…”and that is what we’re all about .” 
We ask you to take a close look at your GENERAL FUND and CAPITAL FUND pledges, and keep them up to 
date. If you can spare an increase to the amount you pledged, our church budget will benefit from that action. And 
for many who do not pledge regularly, we suggest that you be generous so that we might meet our commitments. 
Thank you on behalf of all of us on the Financial/Stewardship Committee. 
Tom Dowdell, Treasurer (701-526-3485 e-mail: tomphyl@cableone.net) 

 

 
Take a look at the Church Websiteé  

http://www.firstpresmhd.org /  
 
Announcements of coming events, preacher for the week (see the Bulletin for the current Sunday 
uploaded each Friday), information about the Church location, worship services and mission 
opportunities…AND…you get to contribute…send e-mail to webmaster Tom Dowdell 
(tomphyl@cableone.net) with news and views. Contributions are good for your mental health. 
  

The First Presbyterian Church of Moorhead 
2900 Fifth Street South, Moorhead MN 56560 

http://www.firstpresmhd.org  
218 233-1192 

 E-mail addresses 
 Church - fpresbyterian@integraonline.com 
 Pastor Nancy - nancy68emerson@hotmail.com 
 Pat Matthys - fpresbyterian@integraonline.com 
 Barb Worman - BGMW54@aol.com 
 Newsletter articles - firstepistle@gomoorhead.com 
 

Our mission is to be a caring community of God’s people who live by Christ’s 
teachings, reach out to others to share the love of God, and celebrate the good 
news of Jesus Christ through worship, prayer, thought, and action. 
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mailto:tomphyl@cableone.net
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Youth Leaders 
This fall we are facing a turn-over in the leadership of our two youth groups. Thank you 
to Matt Osborne, Jess Lenarz and Bill Lenarz for their volunteer leadership these past 
several years. 
 
 We are blessed to have two new young, energetic leaders for the younger (grades 4-
7) youth  
group  ---- Scott Ecker and Amanda Herman. Scott will be a freshman at MSUM this 
fall, majoring in film studies. Amanda will be a sophomore at NDSU and also a 
Resident Assistant in the dorm. Thanks, Scott and Amanda! We had a great bike ride 
through south Moorhead on August 9th, discovering the many cul-de-sacs! This 
younger youth group will continue to meet on Sunday afternoons, about twice per 
month. Check the September newsletter for dates and activities.  
 
The older (grades 8-12) youth group will continue to meet on Wednesdays at 7 pm, beginning 
on September 16th. We are still in the process of seeking leaders for this age group. Please 
add this need to your prayer list. If you are interested in learning more about how you could be involved in our 
youth ministry, please contact Pastor Nancy or Barb Worman.  

Summer Nursery 
We are in need of caregivers to staff the nursery during worship on three Sundays (August 23 and 30, September 
6). We've had two or three little ones in the nursery most weeks. Please consider helping provide this service for 
parents of young children. You may sign up on the sheet posted outside the nursery or call Barb Worman (236-
0889) to volunteer. Thank you!  

Church School  
Mark your calendar! Our fall schedule of church school classes for all ages will resume on Sunday, September 
13th. We hope to see you at  church at 9:15 am on the 13th.  
 

Support their efforts with your prayers  
On August 21-23, Amy Lobitz, the oldest daughter of Jane Lobitz, will be participating in a 
Breast Cancer 3-Day walk in the Twin Cities. Amy will walk 60 miles over three days to help 
raise funds for breast cancer research, education, screening and treatment. Please share this 
incredible adventure with Amy and support her (and Jane) with our prayers on these three 
days! WAY TO GO, AMY!  
Jennifer Olson (Swee), Margaret Sambo (Swee) and Nadine Gorman (soon to be Swee) are 
also walking in the Breast Cancer 3 day walk. 
 
 If you would like to help sponsor any or all of these four walkers go to 
www.the3day.org/site/PageServer?pagename=homepage  
 

Courtney McKercher works to Promote Peace 
Courtney McKercher, daughter of Gayle Mostad, leaves this week for Israel where she will be working for a year 
with the State Department promoting peace and good will in the area north of Nazereth, with their headquarters in 
Tel Aviv. Courntey also served 1 ½ years with the Peace Corps and a year in Korea teaching English. Please 
pray for Courtney as she “bikes” the area Jesus walked.  

http://www.the3day.org/site/PageServer?pagename=homepage
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Word from the Interim Presyter 
August 10, 2009 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in the Presbytery, 
 At one of the meet and greets we held in July, I took my turn to say why I was grateful to be a Presbyterian and I mentioned our historic 
commitment ï tracing all the way back to Calvin ï to the importance of education. And, I went on, I had just that day visited Jamestown 
College and much appreciated the way in which that institution ï within our bounds ï incarnated that commitment. 
 
 But when I met with President Bedal, I was also delighted to learn of a new program they have instituted that aims to help their students 
discern, as best they can, the vocational direction of their lives.  So the first year students are encouraged to ñlook withinò and try to wrestle 
with questions of what their lives and particular gifts are for.  The second year they get involved in the community, the third in the larger 
world and, finally, during the fourth year they put it all together in some kind of plan that they hope to follow after graduation. It is an 
impressive ï and, if President Bedal will pardon me for saying it, a very Presbyterian - approach to education. We have always understood 
that discerning Godôs calling is never to be separated from identifying our special gifts and the opportunities we have to use them to the 
glory of God and the service of society. 
 
 But the sense that God is calling us to be or do that which will serve Godôs purposes in the world is something that, in my experience, 
waxes and wanes with changes in our lives and in our ministries.  Iôll never forget how sad I felt when a colleague, years ago, confided in 
me that the only way he could continue working in the church was to see it as ñjust a job.ò But disillusionment such as this is a temptation 
to us all.  I suspect that there might be a fair number of elders on sessions who would be quicker to characterize their service as ñjust a jobò 
than as a ñcalling to this office,ò to use the words from the section on elders in our Book of Order (G-6.0304). 
 
 Yet it has always seemed indisputable to me that the renewal of the church ï including the renewal of a presbytery! ï depends upon the 
renewal of leadership and that the renewal of leadership depends upon the recovery of this ñsenseò that God is up to something with us, 
that for reasons we do not completely know and in ways we cannot completely understand, we ï with all of our particularities and 
peculiarities ï have been put where we are and at this time because God is doing something and has decided to let us have a role in it. 
 
 I do not mind telling you that I have this ñsenseò as your new Interim Executive Presbyter. In fact, I recall telling the search committee that I 
would not accept this position as ñjust a job.ò  I needed ï and subsequently was given ï an undeniable conviction that I was being led here 
to do something important that would serve God and the church. 
 
But now it strikes me, in the early months of my time with you, that perhaps one thing that God has brought me to do here is to ask if you 
can share this ñsense of callingò with me.  Can we believe that what faces us is much more than the need for institutional reorganization? 
Can we believe that we are so fundamentally in the hands of God that there should never be any doubt that God is eager to do great things 
with and through us? Can we then recommit ourselves to discerning those divine purposes and to undertake them together? 
 
So let me conclude with a small suggestion that could have big results. It is simply this: Donôt read this musing and then keep any musings 
it prompts in you to yourself. Find another elder, deacon or minister to talk with about your sense of calling.  Maybe even put it on the 
agenda of your next meeting and see if, as a group, you can share such a conviction together.  
 
God is up to something with us.  Iôm sure of it. Will you join me in that assurance and in building our future on it? 
Peace to you all, 

Steve Minnema   
Interim Executive Presbyter 
Presbytery of the Northern Plains 
 

Yarn Club 

The Yarn  Club meets every Thursday at noon : First and third Thursday at the church, 
second and fourth at Caribou  Coffee in Fargo at 1450 - 25th St.S.   

All are welcome - all levels of your favorite project.  Some are working on their own items; others 
are items for some charities.  We also make prayer shawls that Pastor Nancy gives to people in our congregation 
that are ill or in need of comfort.   Come join us some Thursday noon and see what's going on. 
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Birthdays 
Nelson, Elise AUG  3 
Covey, Kenneth AUG 4 
Turner, Jan AUG 5 
Pemble, Richard AUG 6 
Rosenfeldt, Mary AUG 7 
Dodds, Dorothy AUG 11 
Martin, Margaret AUG 12 
McKaig, Hannah AUG 12 
McKaig, Mitchell AUG 13 
Johnson, Dolores AUG 14 
Reierson-Kelsh, Scot AUG 14 
Rorvig, Trygve AUG 19 
Mjoen, Sydney AUG 20 
McGillivray, Terry AUG 21 
McGillivray, LaRae AUG 23 
Keller, Justin AUG 26 
McLean, Brayden AUG 26 
Ortez, Judith AUG 26 
Worman, Walter AUG 26 
MacLeod, Larry AUG 29 
Rosenfeldt, Lisa AUG 31 
Ortez, John SEP 1 
Herman, Amanda SEP 6 
Herman, Thomas SEP 6 
Wheeler, Nicholas SEP 6 
Martinez, Jeremy SEP 8 
Johnson, Landon SEP 10 
Mark, Norman SEP 10 

Eggiman, Brady SEP 11 
Krabbenhoft, Grace SEP 11 
Lordeman, Joan SEP 11 
Miller, David SEP 11 
Cheryl SEP 12 
Osborne, Matt SEP 12 
Bach, Brian SEP 13 
Ellingson, Brock SEP 14 
Fletcher, Ken SEP 14 
Kley, Mary Lou SEP 15 
Erickson, Dana SEP 16 
Rosenfeldt, Michelle SEP 16 
Braun, Caitlin SEP 17 
McKaig,Ehrin SEP 17 
Wolfe, George SEP 17 
Nelson, Dorothy SEP 18 
Peterson, Caitlyn SEP 18 
Ortez, Ryne SEP 19 
Walker, Jeanne SEP 19 
Jensen, Sara SEP 21 
Postema, James SEP 26 
Turner, Farrell SEP 26 
Bancroft, Elizabeth SEP 27 
Herman, Nancy SEP 27 
Turner, Gina SEP 27 
Dickelman, Heath SEP 28 
Mjoen, Dustin SEP 30 

 

Anniversaries 
 

Sillers, Douglas and Margaret AUG 2 

Hawkins, Bradley and Audrey AUG 4 

Zimmerman, Corey and Kelly AUG 6 

Brekke, Myrtle AUG 9 
Woods, William and Marilynn AUG 9 

Ortez, John and Judith AUG 13 

Kley, Tom and Mary Lou AUG 18 

Mathews, Ross and Ruth AUG 19 

Nelson, Tim and Elise AUG 19 

Cook, Amity and Brad AUG 22 

Bale, Gregg and Joanne AUG 31 

Piepkorn, Joan SEP 4 

DeJong, Eli and Evelyn SEP 10 

Ghauri, Amanda and Sajid SEP 11 
Turner, Farrell and Jan SEP 16 

Biller, Curtis and Cheryl SEP 23 
Hestbeck, Eric and Nicole SEP 23 

Fletcher, Ben and Sheree SEP 24 

Samuels, Theresa SEP 29 

 

Opportunities for Service (or Jobs Available) 
 
In our community of faith there are many small but significant jobs carried out by volunteers every week.  You may not 
even notice what they do but you would definitely notice if they didn't get done.  Would you please consider what "job" 
you would like to do and volunteer?  Pick one of the following or suggest your own ideas and tell Barb Worman or 
Diane Wray Williams of your choice.  Thanks! 
_help change liturgical cloths _nurture the plants _clean out pews _dust pews _change light bulbs _add decoration to 
fellowship hall _monitor bulletin boards _proof read bulletins _clean nooks and crannies _shelve books in the library 
_prepare craft materials _bake _bake _cook _etc.You get the idea - come join the fun! 
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New Life Sponsored 
 

 
 

 
 

First Presbyterian North Lawn 
 

August 25 
 We will Start grilling at 5:30 

  
¶ We will furnish hot dogs, buns and lemonad 

¶ If you prefer bring your own meat and drink. 

¶ Bring a dish to share 

¶ Bring your friends! All are Welcome 

 
ü Bring a Lawn chair and lawn game if you wish 

 
 
 


