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Good News about 2009 Finances 
 
Ended the Year with a Rush of Giving. 
 
Way to go! With an outburst of unselfish giving in the last two months of 2009 by 
our members and friends, the financial books for the church will close on a tough 
year with a shortfall, but results with which we can go forward with a positive 
feeling. Yes, there was a crippling flood in March and April and the national economy 
spiraled down, even reaching the Fargo/Moorhead area. But the Presbyterians of 
First Presbyterian Church Moorhead managed to contribute at a rate that enabled us 
to pay our bills and share our funds with other mission needs. 
 
Total Income at $161,000 against Total Expense of $153,000 yielded approximately 
$8000 Net. Hopes by the Session to bring $191,000 in Income were dashed earlier in 
the year as the contributions were obviously going to miss the targeted numbers. 
Reining in spending and holding back on our Mission plans, the budget was kept 
under control. 

 
We hope to be more generous this year of 2010. The budget will be pared 
back to Total Income of $181,000 and we will get back to our normal 
contributions to our Mission Partners. Be a part of this! Pledge and 
Contribute at increased rates. 
 
Thank you, from the Stewardship/Financial Committee 
Tom Dowdell, Treasurer (701-526-3485) 
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Making Sure Your Newsletter 
 Article Is Included Each Month! 
 Making sure that all submitted articles for the current months newsletter are accounted for and published; 
is often a challenge. To ensure that your article is included please send a copy of your article to 
firstepistle@integra.net. This email address is dedicated for newsletter articles only. It is not checked on a 
daily basis, but will be checked prior to the publication of each month newsletter. 
 
As always, submission of articles to the newsletter is encouraged  

The First Presbyterian Church of Moorhead 
2900 Fifth Street South, Moorhead MN 56560 

http://www.firstpresmhd.org  
218 233-1192 

 E-mail addresses 

 Church - fpresbyterian@integraonline.com 

 Pastor Nancy - nancy68emerson@hotmail.com 

 Church Secretary - fpresbyterian@integraonline.com 

 Barb Worman - BGMW54@aol.com 

 Newsletter articles - firstepistle@integra.net 

Our mission is to be a caring community of Godôs people who 
live by Christôs teachings, reach out to others to share the 
love of Christ, and celebrate the good news of Jesus Christ 
through worship, prayer, thought, and action. 

 

Cherry Pie Supper 
February 20, 2010 

 

Presale tickets and volunteer signup sheet will be 

available Sunday January 16, 2010  

In Fellowship Hall 
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Youth Group 
 

Younger Youth - grades 4-7 
January 24th -- activity to be determined. We'll send a post card with info! 
 

Older Youth - grades 8-12 
We were pretty busy in December but we had a successful fundraiser. We made a profit of over $400 
selling the soup and cookie mixes. Way to go! 
 
It was great to see the way the youth worked together well and also put in extra time on Saturdays. 
Thanks also to the parents who put in extra time on this project as well. Thank you to our church family 
for their great support! In December the youth also donated $20 to help those in need in Kenya due to the 
severe drought. 
 
Sledding at Dike West is scheduled for the 20

th
 of January. Meet at the Church and dress for the weather. 

 
We haven't had a chance to make specific weekly plans for January and February yet -- join us on the 
27th at 7:00 pm. We'll be volunteering in the kitchen for Midweek clean-up and then we can do some 
planning and/or play games. We'll be working on plans for weekly activities, a ski trip, the Souper Bowl of 
Caring, the youth retreat in April and fundraisers for summer events and Triennium. 

Souper Bowl of Caring 
As we head into the NFL play-off season we 
also start planning for the 
Souper Bowl of Caring which will be on 
Sunday, February 7th (the same day as that 
certain football game). The Souper Bowl of 
Caring is a nationwide 
program designed to support ministries and 
programs that feed the hungry. 
On February 7th the youth of our church will be collecting monetary and food donations which will stay 
here in our community to help support local food programs. Watch the bulletin 
throughout January for more information. 

 
Church School ~ please join us! 
Sunday, January 10

th
 marked the resumption of our regular schedule for Sunday 

mornings with church school for all ages beginning at 9:15 a.m.  
During January and February the children (up through grade 7) will be learning more 
about Baptism and the Lord's Prayer.   
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Midweek 
After a couple weeks off for the holidays, we will be back to our usual Wednesday schedule starting on 
January 6th. Join us for supper at 6:30 pm. 
Stay for choir, youth group or kitchen clean-up after supper. You are also welcome to come a bit early to 
help with table set-up, food preparation or serving. Cost remains $5 per adult/youth and $2.50 per child. 
 

Midweek Menus for January 
 
¶ January 13:  Pot Luck -- please bring a main dish, salad, side 

dish or dessert to share. Milk will be provided. 

¶ January 20:  Pork Roast, Boiled Potatoes & Gravy, Peas, 
Broccoli, Fresh Fruit & Lemon Bars, Milk 

¶  January 27:  Soup, Sandwiches, Special Bread, Ice Cream 
Treats, Milk 

 
Thank you to Mary Skalet, Kathy Giddings and Kathy McKaig for their continued work for Midweek -- and 
for their fiscal responsibility. We ended the 2009 year with a strong positive balance of income over 
expenses. 
 

Thank-YouΩǎ 
A huge thank you to everyone who helped to make the Soup & Sweets 
event a great social time for our church family. The soups were great! 
The cookies were sweet and plentiful! Thank you to the many people 
who helped serve and clean-up as well! 
 
Thank you to Cheri Martin for her creative assistance and support with 
the making of the various "names of Jesus" signs for the Advent service 
on December 13th. 
 

Thank you to the youth and children for leading worship during Advent! 
They were very responsible and dependable in their leadership within the church. 
 
Due to your generosity and compassion, our church provided gift bags for each of the 22 residents at 
Moorhead Manor. Each bag contained socks, toiletries and candy.  Thank you for helping to make 
Christmas brighter for these adults! 
 

Imported Peace Olive Oil 
This past October, Presbyterian Women  was asked and agreed to take over Import Peace olive oil as an 
ongoing mission project. The oil will continue to be available for purchase in Fellowship Hal along with 
the fair-trade coffee, teas, and other items.  For that reason, when purchasing olive oil at $18.00 a 
bottle, please make your check payable to PWC, with olive oil written on the memo line. 
When doing the end –of-year bookkeeping, Treasurer Dagne Forbes found that PW is short one bottle of 
oil.  If you may have taken a bottle home, intending to pay later but forgot, please just leave your check 
in the payment basket on the table or you can give your check/money directly to Dagne.  Many thanks 
to all of you who support the Import Peace Olive Oil project. 
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Two Horses 
There is a field, with two horses in it. 
 
From a distance, each horse looks like any other horse. 
But if you stop your car, or are walking by, you will notice something quite amazing. Looking into the eyes 
of one horse will disclose that he is blind. His owner has chosen not to have him put down, but has made 
a good home for him. 
 
This alone is amazing. 
 
If you stand nearby and listen, you will hear the sound of a bell. Looking around for the source of the 
sound, you will see that it comes from the smaller horse in the field. 
 
Attached to the horse's halter is a small bell. 
It lets the blind friend know where the other horse is, so he can follow. 
 
As you stand and watch these two horses, you'll see that the horse with the bell is always checking on the 
blind horse, and that the blind horse will listen for the bell and then slowly walk to where the other horse 
is, trusting that he will not be led astray. 
 
When the horse with the bell returns to the shelter of the barn each evening, it stops occasionally and 
looks back, making sure that the blind friend isn't too far behind to hear the bell. 
 
Like the owners of these two horses, God does not throw us away just because we are not perfect or 
because we have problems or challenges. 
 
He watches over us and even brings others into our lives to help us when we are in need. 
 
Sometimes we are the blind horse being guided by the little ringing bell of those who God places in our 
lives. 
 
Other times we are the guide horse, helping others to find their way.... 
 
Good friends are like that... you may not always see them, but you know they are always there. 
 
Please listen for my bell and I'll listen for yours. 
 
And remember...be kinder than necessary - everyone you meet is fighting some kind of battle. 
 
Live simply 
Care deeply, 
Speak kindly..... 
Leave the rest to God... 
 
 

 

 Card Club  
 When: Saturday, January 16 
 Where:  John and Judy Ortezôs home 
  420 15th Street South 
  Moorhead, MN 
 What: Whist and Potluck 
 
 

Anyone interested in warm fellowship and a great meal is welcome to join with fellow members in an 
evening of casual whist and a great meal. You are asked to bring a dish to share. No prior knowledge of 

the game of whist is required. 
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December SERRV sale 
The catalog SERRV sale held during the month of December in lieu of our annual Alternative Gift Market 
brought in $468.90  That amounts coupled with the $63.00 in sales for Church World Service note cards 
and  bells from bullets, provided a total of $531.90 toward support of these two outreach organizations.  
We are looking forward to hosting our Alternative Market next fall and thankful for this congregation’s 
continuing strong support of mission projects. 
 

$15,000 SDOP Grant awarded 
A Self-Development of People grant will be 
presented to the Immigrant Development 
Center (IDC) of $15,000 at the February 
meeting of our Presbytery. 
 
The Immigrant Development Center (IDC) is 
a non-profit organization in Fargo-Moorhead 
whose mission is to "build capacity of 
immigrants to develop economic and 
business skills".  We are currently working on many interesting projects such as the International Market 
Plaza, which is to create a training ground to encourage and grow entrepreneurial activity among minority 
cultures and at the same time provide goods and services to meet the needs and wants of our culturally 
diverse population.  We provide training to help you run your business, and we support the Garden 
Project, a way to raise traditional foods and to sell what is not needed for our families.  Daunting barriers 
face new immigrants: lack of financial support, language and cultural barriers, lack of education, lack of 
credit history, lack of business training.  IDC's objective is to build strong communities through business 
that will create new job opportunities.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Wanted 
The Self-Development of People Committee of the Presbytery is looking for 

individuals that would be interested in serving on the SDOP committee. Interested 
individuals should contact Diane Wray Williams  


