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G4cluent évcéec[ufe

Sunday, December 13 at 10:30 a.m.

The children and youth will lead the worship service as telling the Christmas
story while discovering “What's in a Name?” The Soup and Sweets pot luck
will follow the worship service.

Thursday, December 17 at 6 p.m.

Longest Night Service

A brief yet special service of Scripture readings and prayers for people who
may not feel so joyous this Christmas time.

Sunday, December 20

Informal carol sing prior to Sunday worship

Thursday, December 24 at 5:30 p.m.

The Christmas Eve candlelight service will be held December 24 at 5:30 p.m.
This service is appropriate for people of all ages.
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The First Presbyterian Church of Moorhead

2900 Fifth Street South, Moorhead MN 56560
http://www.firstpresmhd.org
218 233-1192

e-mail addresses

Church - fpresbyterian@integraonline.com

Pastor Nancy - nancy68emerson@hotmail.com

Church Secretary - fpresbyterian@integraonline.com

Barb Worman - BGMW54@aol.com

Newsletter articles - firstepistle@integra.net

Our mission is to be a caring community of God’s people who live by Christ’s
teachings, reach out to others to share the love of Christ, and celebrate the good
news of Jesus Christ through worship, prayer, thought, and action.

Contributions for the Current Year

If you are planning to make a contribution for the current
year to be included for your tax purposes, all contributions
must be received by December 31st.

Contributions will be recorded as received by December
31stif:

a) they are received in the collection plate as of
December 27, or

b) they are received in the church office by Pat
Matthys by noon on December 30t (the office will

be closed on the 31%Y), or

c) they are mailed and postmarked prior to January
1st,

Offerings received in worship on Sunday, January 2" will

be considered received in 2010 even if a check is
predated.

New Roof for the Fellowship Hall

Work is beginning on the new roof over the fellowship hall.
All should be completed by the end of the year! A bank-
loan has been secured for immediate cash flow needs (the
balance will be due Lee's Roofing within 30 days of
completion). However, we really hope to pay for this
through congregation donations. Please be in prayer
about how you might respond to this current need above
and beyond the general stewardship campaign.

Pastor Nancy's vacation schedule
Pastor Nancy will be on vacation December 25th-31st.

New email address for
Newsletter articles!

Articles should be sent to:

FirstEpistle@integra.net
(Not case sensitive)

e Articles maybe submitted in the body of the email,
however it is preferred that they are sent as an
attached file.

e The First Epistle uses Arial 10pt for body copy in
most articles.

e We welcome the submission of related clip artwork.
It should be in .jpg or .tiff format. Contact Erik Swee
if you have questions.

Please carefully proof read submitted articles.

We welcome all articles concerning church events,
committee activities or that may be related to
current or former church members.

Deadline: The Monday following the third Tuesday
(typically session night) of each month.
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Chrismons

In 1957, Francis Kipps Spencer created the first Chrismon tree. She coined the term Chrismon as a combination of Christ +
monogram to reflect her desire to create decorations for Christmas trees that “proclaim the name, the life, and the saving
acts of Jesus the Christ.” The purpose was to make homemade ornaments to show central symbols of the Christian faith.
Chrismons are traditionally white and gold to reflect the colors of the Christmas season. The symbols can include historic
symbols of the faith. Crosses are often prominent on Chrismon trees. (The Book of Common Worship includes a variety of
styles of crosses on page 1107.) Other historic symbols are often included, such as Trinitarian symbols or the Chi-Rho
abbreviation for the name of Christ in Greek (Xristos or Christos). New symbols are also created to illustrate biblical texts
and to point to central elements of the Christian faith. The Chrismon tree is one way in which churches try to avoid the
commercialization of the Christmas season by pointing to the message of the Christmas season.

The Chrismons that adorn the tree in our narthex were created over 30 years ago during one of our hanging of the greens
events and have been part our advent decoration ever since.

T &

Cross Botonnée Anchored Cross Celtic Coss Cross Crosslet
(Preparation for worship) (Baptism and reaffirmation (Service for the Lord’s day) (Daily Prayer)
of the baptismal covenant)

Cross Patée Chi Rho Jerusalem Cross Maltese Cross
(Pastoral liturgies) (Abbreviation for the name (Resources for the liturgical (The psalms)
of Christ) year)

cn Oppodunity to sing yaun fuoite Ghiisrras ool

On Sunday, December 20 the choir
would like you to join with them before
the formal worship service and sing your
favorite Christmas carols. This will be a
casual gathering so you may come early
or join us at any time prior to the start of

Sunday’s service.
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Youth News and Activities

Younger Youth (grades 4-7)

Sunday, December 6th  4:00 - 5:30 pm

We will meet at the church to do some holiday baking.
Help us create cookie plates that Pastor Nancy can deliver
to church members who are not able to come to church.
We'll also enjoy taste-testing some of these sweet treats!
Invite a friend!

Sunday, December 20th 3:45-5:30 pm

Help spread holiday cheer! Join us for some indoor
caroling. We'll meet at church at 3:45 pm and then join the
other church carolers at the Eventide at the Fairmont. No
rehearsals required - song books provided. Invite a friend!
We'll then return to the church for some hot chocolate and
games.

’
Sunday, January 10th 4:00 - 5:30 pm F6 | | OW6 h I
Join us for bowling fun at Sunset Lanes in Moorhead. We'll
meet at the church at 4 pm. Please bring $5. Invite a
friend!

Older Youth (grades 8-12)

December 6 and 13th -- Wednesdays at 7 - 8:15 pm
We will be creating the cookie and soup mix jars for our fundraiser and also practicing the program for the Dec. 13th
worship service.

December 20th - Wednesday at 7:00 - 8:15 pm

Join us for holiday fun - games & treats! Also, bring a fun gift for our no-cost (or very low) gift exchange - search your
house for a fun gift idea but check with your parents (or siblings) if the item doesn't already belong to you. Try to not spend
any money -- or shop very sparingly at the dollar store. Wrap it creatively. Keep your gift a secret.

Triennium Youth conference

The Triennium Youth Conference is coming next summer and provides a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity for youth from our Presbytery. A delegation of 26 youth and adults
from our Presbytery will be leaving on July 19 and traveling to Purdue University in
Indiana for this 5 day Presbyterian youth conference. While there we will be meeting up
with over 6,000 youth from around the world in what is sure to be another amazing
Triennium experience. The conference includes great speakers, powerful testimonies,
wonderful music, great games and fellowship and is open to all 14-19 year old youth (age
as of July, 2010). Costs to all participants will be $409. The Presbytery will pay for the
transportation and Y% of the chaperones registration fees. Churches are strongly encouraged
to help pay for their youth's registration fees through fund raising or other means. On the
return trip, the group from our Presbytery will be visiting the Sears Tower in Chicago and
wi |1 be spending a day at Noah's Ark
return home on July 26. For more info, please go to presbyterianyouthtriennium.org.

PRESBYTERIAN YOUTH TRIENNIUM 2010
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Soup & Sweets Luncheon
On Sunday,
December 13th, we n

will gather after Oup
worship .)

for wonderful and
fellowship and a —

simple meal of soup, 3 Sweets
bread and sweet

treats. Join us for

great time of fellowship during this busy Advent season!

This meal will be an "organized" potluck meal following the
special worship service led by the children and youth.
Please consider offering to bring a large pot of soup or 2
dozen cookies/bars. To insure we have enough food,
please sign up on the clipboard on the table outside the
sanctuary or contact Barb Worman (236-0889 or
bgmwb4@aol.com). We are also in need of volunteers to
help with serving food and clean-up afterwards. Volunteers
can contact Barb Worman or use the clipboard sign-up
sheet as well. Thank you!

Special Advent Worship

Cookie and Soup Jars are returning!
The older youth group will again be selling decorative soup
and cookie mix jars beginning Sunday, December 6th.
These make great low cost gifts -- especially for those
people who have everything! Funds raised will be split 50-
50 between youth activities and the roof/parking lot funds
(as per the youth's decision).

We would also appreciate the donation of pint and

guart sized canning jars; the wide mouth ones are great!
Also fabric remnants and ribbons for decorating the jars
would be helpful. Donations can be dropped off at the
church office. Thank you!

Church School

Church School classes will not be meeting on Sunday,
December 27th and January 3rd. Enjoy a leisurely family
breakfast before coming to worship at 10:30 am. There will
be Children's worship during the worship service on these
two Sundays.

The children and youth will again be planning and leading a special Advent worship service on Sunday, December 13th.
We will be practicing during the church school hour each Sunday so please try to have your child(ren) at church school so
they can be prepared for their parts. We hope you will join us for worship on the 13th and stay for our Soup & Sweets lunch

afterwards.

Midweek

Take a break from the holiday rush, relax with church friends and enjoy a delicious meal.
Join us for a great family-style meal at 6:30 pm on Wednesdays. Cost is $5 per adult/older

youth and $2.50 per child.

December 2: Beef Stroganoff, Sauerkraut, Peas, Rolls, Kosher Pickles, German Chocolate

Cake, Milk

December 9: Chicken Alfredo with Noodles, Broccoli, Salad, Sherbet, Sugar Cookies, Milk
December 16: Tater Tot Hot dish, Green Beans, Carrots & Celery Sticks,

Ice Cream w/Toppings, Milk

There will be no Midweek activities or meals on December 23rd and December 31st due to

the Holidays. Join us again on January 6th.

Great Days Out

Camp Fire USA will be hosting two free activity days for elementary aged children at the church this month -- Tuesday and
Wednesday, December 29 and 30th from 12:30 - 5:30 p.m. Activities include games, crafts, cooking, service projects and

more. To register call Camp Fire at 236-1090.
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Thursday, December 17 at 6 p.m.
Longest Night Service

A brief, yet special, service of Scripture readings and prayers for people
who may not feel so joyous this Christmas time.
Un 01{7'
In this season of celebration, family traditions and gatherings,
recognizing the shadow-side of Christmas is also important. This @ /

service is appropriate for those who have experienced grief or loss of
any kind and for the friends and family who love and support them. /\/
Perhaps you've lost a job, experienced the death of a loved one, are ——
living within the challenges of a chronic illness, are still fatigued from last spring's flood fight, or simply aren't looking
forward to the holidays. This service of prayer will give you space to experience the coming of Christ into the hurts of our
world.

Even if you haven't personally experienced grief or loss this year, healing is empowered through the prayers and presence
of the entire worshipping community. Please join us on Thursday, December 17" at 6p.m.

Children and Youth Giving Tree

Children and Youth --- bring a smile to someone in this Season of Giving through the
Giving Tree in the Education wing. We will be collecting needed items to give as gifts to
the 5 women and 17 men who are living at Moorhead Manor in North Moorhead.
Moorhead Manor is a small residential care facility for adults of various ages and
abilities. This facility provides individual apartments for residents and a common

lounge and dining room (meals provided).

Suggested gift items that the children/youth may wish to give:

Socks - men's and women’s Mittens, gloves, hats and scarves

Hairbrushes Hand Towels

Bodywash Bath Towels

Shampoo Deck of Cards

Hand lotion Small items could also be included for Bingo game prizes
Slippers - men’s and women'’s (chapstick, lip gloss, package of gum, candy bars)

Please bring these items unwrapped to the church and place them under the Giving Tree in the Education Wing on or
before December 20th. Items will be assembled into gift bags and delivered to Moorhead Manor that afternoon. (Susan
from Moorhead Manor will be “dropping hints” to let us know which individuals would most benefit from the different gifts
you donate.)

[ @
Great Gift Ideal!
Looking for a gift that isunusual,sur e t o warm the innards of it

individual in aimpoverished country all at the same time. Fairly traded equal exchange products
will do all of that. First Presbyterian has a wide variety of coffees, teas, cocoa, snacks and
chocolates available in fellowship hall.

Also available is Peace olive oil. [H "n“ﬁ[

FAIRLY TRADED
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Terwilliger, Bryce 6 Tanberg, Jane 19

Lenarz, Bill 7 Woods, Marilynn 20

o }D Mgthews, Ross 7 Storandt, Dorothy 22

’ ' - Erickson, Peter 10 Fletcher, Ben 24
(, D o Dustrud, M. Jean 11 Worman, Barb 24
’Yh TN Giddings, Kathy 11 Johnson, Peggy 27

C AL Martin, Rich 11 Dickelman, Brady 28
THis /C'/'/}‘f///}/;: e Dickelman, Hal 14 Martin, Cheri 28
)ﬂlh ,,; T Johnson, Jennifer 16 Seibel, Hannah 28

SN Samuels, Theresa 16 Hawkins, Bradley 29

Ortez, Katherine 17 Nelson, Heather 31
]rthdays VanAmburg, Gerald 17
18 i i

Johnson, Kyle Anniversaries

Phonethep, Kaleb 18 Herman, Bill and Nancy 2
Phonethep, Kelsie 18 Biever, Richard and Beverly 4
Birthdays Resenfeldt, Taryn 18 Adair, Burton and Elenore 26
Ballard, Carolyn 1 Pemble, Micah 19 Worman, Walter and Barbara 29
Smerud, Clarence 4 Piepkorn, Joan 19
Fletcher, Rebecca 5 Swee, B.Erik 19

Jeanette Wilcox

Our Christian sympathy goes out to the family of Jeanette Wilcox who passed
away Monday, November 30, 2009

Jeanette Hansen Miller Wilcox passed away Monday, November 30, 2009,
surrounded by her loving family, in Eventide Lutheran Home, Moorhead, MN, after
a short illness. She was eighty-nine years old.

Jeanette was born on October 9, 1920, to Charles and Olga Hansen in Mekinock,
ND. She grew up in Fertile, MN, and graduated from Fertile High School.

Jeanette was united in marriage to Cyrus T. Miller of Lincoln, NE, on October 11, 1942. They had one son, David Miller. Cy
was killed in action on October 23, 1944, while serving with the 45th Infantry Division in France. On January 1, 1947,
Jeanette married Clifford G. Wilcox in Red Lake Falls, MN, where they were in business until 1955. They then moved to
Moorhead and Cliff established his sporting goods business, first in Fargo and then in Moorhead. They had two children,
Nancy and Charles.

Jeanette worked at Concordia Food Services for a number of years. She had a strong religious faith and was active in the
Presbyterian Church of Moorhead. She was a member of Altrusa International of Moorhead and participated in other
volunteer organizations. Jeanette loved music and sang in her church choirs for about seventy years. She especially
enjoyed entertaining family and friends at their lake cabin at Maple Lake, as well as at their homes in Red Lake Falls and
Moorhead. Cliff passed away in 1983, and Jeanette continued to reside in her home for fifty-four years until shortly before
her death.

Jeanette had a friendly, warm and giving spirit that was appreciated by acquaintances new and old. She lit up the room
with her smile. She will be truly missed by many people. She was dedicated to her family and cherished her children and
grandchildren. She had a special place in her heart for her three year old great-granddaughter, Isabelle.
Jeanette is survived by her sons, David Miller and Charles (Becky) Wilcox; a daughter, Nancy Wilcox; grandchildren,
Kirsten (Jim) Haag, Kyle Wilcox, Carolyn Wilcox and David Wilcox; a great-granddaughter, Isabelle Haag, and beloved
nieces and nephews.

(courtesy Korsmo funeral home)




