The First Epistle T

First Presbyterian Church of Moorhead | Established in 1872 |

April-May 2009 |

On The Inside
Flood Expenses ................ 2
Alternative Market ............. 3

Summer Study Group ....... 3
Christian Education ........ 4-5

Midweek .......ccovverneenn 5
Senior recognition .............. 5
VCS e 6
Pentecost offering ............. 6
Clearwater Forest ............. 7
Members in military ........... 7

Birthdays and Anniversaries 8
Synod Schoal ... 8

RECRRIVEREIOODING

Although it may not have
been of biblical
proportions, the Red
River flood of 2009
made its presence felt.
Early cross land flooding
necessitated the
pumping of water from
the interstate side of the
church lot and prompted
precautionary
sandbagging of church
windows and doors.
Restricted travel in the

T A X RS
area adjacem to the Ducks feed in flooded church lot
church required

congregation members to pass National Guard checkpoints to attend church
on March 29. A mandatory evacuation resulted in the church being closed
March 25 until April 1. The gas to the hot water heater and kitchen stove was
turned off as a precautionary measure. Evacuation orders, both voluntary and
mandatory on the area west of 8" street, forced many congregation members
to seek housing away from the area. While many church members were
inconvenienced by the flooding waters, none were more impacted than Rich
and Helen Pemble. Seeping groundwater circumvented their dike, resulting in
a flooded basement. Reaching a modern historic record level of 40.82, the
flood of 2009 will also be remembered as a time when the community came
together as one to overcome the adversity caused by the flooding waters.




The First Epistle

The First Presbyterian Church of Moorhead
2900 Fifth Street South, Moorhead MN 56560
http://www.firstpresmhd.org
218 233-1192
E-mail addresses

Church - fpresbyterian@integraonline.com

Pastor Nancy - nancy68emerson@hotmail.com
Pat Matthys - fpresbyterian@integraonline.com

Barb Worman - BGMWS54®@aol.com
Newsletter articles - firstepistle@gomoorhead.com

Our mission is to be a carhoglcemmbpi Chr o
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Compiling flood related expenses:

We are in the process of summarizing the expenses related to the church property in the preparation
for flooding and some of the very minor clean up. The Presbytery's Task Force to PDA is in the
process of making a request for additional funding on behalf of all the congregations that had such
expenses. If you have an expense on behalf of the church and have not yet submitted a request for
reimbursement, please do so as soon as possible.

Session Opens Dedicated Account for Flood Gifts and Costs

At the meeting of the Boards, Deacons and Session, on Tuesday, April 7, 2009, a new dedicated
bank account was approved to receive flood-related gifts and to disperse funds for flood-related
expenses. Anyone experiencing such costs should provide the necessary receipts to the church
office.

Thank you!

To Jim & Marlys Winter, Milt Wilkinson, Rich & Cheri Martin, Brian Hazard, and Liz & Vern Bancroft for
serving as impromptu hosts the day the church doors were flung open to welcome volunteers out of the
cold and snow during the flood build up. It was great to see the church be the church welcoming, feeding,
and sheltering the many volunteers who had come out to help sandbag in the neighborhood.

Deserved gratitude to many

We would like to take the opportunity to thank all the individuals within the congregation who stepped forth
to help with the flood fight at our home. Your presence among over 100 individuals that volunteered was
very visible and key to making our fight against Mother Nature successful. Whether blowing snow,
sandbagging or helping with construction, feeding the volunteers, calling volunteers or watching the dike
during the wee hours of the night your efforts were individually important.

Ken and Grace Covey
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Corrected 2008 Alternative Gift Market Receipt Totals

Church World Service - bells, note cards, posters $392.00
Native Harvest - wild rice, maple syrup, soup mixes $215.50
SERRYV - handmade gift items, soup mixes, jams $863.80
Bead for Life - handmade paper bead jewelry from Uganda $1,827.00
Import Peace Olive Qil - from Palestinian co-ops $484.00
Knitting Group - scarves/monies designated to Friendship, Aux. $62.00
Fair Trade Merchandise - coffee, tea, chocolate, nuts, etc. $400.00
Raffle - Loretta Wickie donated cookbook she authored $18.00
Bake Sale - monies designated to local mission by Action Ministry $401.00
Olive wood Ornaments - monies designated by purchaser to, $200.00

Dorothy Day or Eastliegh Community Center, Narobi

TOTAL RECEIPTS $4,863.30
Please accept this belated but heartfelt THANK YOU to each and every one of you
who participated in the many ways you did to help make this event for the F/M
community the success that it was!
Alternative Gift Market Committee

Summer Study Group

Are you interested in participating in a summer small group study? Pastor Nancy is looking for
participants in a new denominational study. Depending on people's interests, we could meet
over the lunch hour during the week, on a Wednesday late afternoon or evening, or possibly
on Sunday morning before worship. The course material is available through
openingdoorstodiscipleship.com and is titled Reformed Faith. If you are interested in finding
out more information, please contact Pastor Nancy at the office (233-1192), on her cell phone
(701-367-8059), or via email (nancy68emerson@hotmail.com).

Thank you from Pastor Nancy's family!

There's nothing like a personal crisis to put an epic flood in perspective. As many of you know, my sister had a
severe medical emergency on the eve of Palm Sunday requiring me to fly to Peoria, lllinois. In many ways it was
surreal to be in the midst of Holy Week and not be here with the congregation in Fargo/Moorhead. It was, however,
an opportunity for the church to step in and be the church, and we received wonderful support from Presbyterian
Disaster Assistance and the presence of Rev. Merritt Schatz. Thank you so very much for your love and support
during this time. My sister is recovering well and has returned to work at about 80% time. She and her husband
mentioned over and over how helpful it was to have me there. When my niece Eileen found out that | was coming to
be with them she explained, fAOh good. Aunt Nancy gets to
vacation to Peoria during the kids' spring break! Again, thank you for your love and prayers. Words of gratitude don't
begin to express the joy and relief my family is experiencing. Pastor Nancy
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Christian Education

YOUTH NEWS

Youth Group Events for Middle School (grades 5-7)

Sunday, May 3rd 6:00 pm
Supper and games at Community Presbyterian Church in West Fargo
(postponed from March to this new date in May)

The WF church has i nviWeaakdaveryorte to bring adbBxgsack) &inch. iltaHowdd.

include items such as sandwich, chips, dessert and beverage. Each personcanbecreative. | f you dono
want to fix a lunch then lunchables are also a good option. It is important to know that you will NOT be

eating the lunch that you bring. | believe trading and bartering will be an acceptable part of the supper

process -- so try to think of something interesting that everyone would really want!

We will meet at the Moorhead church at 6 pm to car pool to West Fargo. Their youth group meets from
6:30 - 8:30 pm so we plan to be back at the Moorhead church at 8:45 pm.

Youth Group Events for Senior High (grades 8-12)

Schedule of events for the remainder
of the 2008-2009 Senior High Youth Group year.

April 29 - Volunteering at Dorothy Day Food Pantry
May 6 - Church Service Project (Graduating Senior Power Point preparation)
May 13 - Dinner out in celebration of the graduating Seniors

If you have any questions, just email me and | will help out as much as | can.

Bill Lenarz

FISH BANKS

Swept up by a tide of giving and caring...

This year's fish bank offerings for One Great Hour of Sharing reached a total of
$84.21 as of April 19th. What amazing generosity from our children and youth
(and their families)! These gifts will help support ministries which provide
disaster relief, food for the hungry and self-development opportunities. Way to
go, Kids!
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Senior Recognition

Join us on Sunday, May 10th as we take time to recognize the accomplishments of
the graduating high school seniors. Congratulations to the 2009 seniors: Scott
Ecker, Peter Erickson, Ben Hofsommer, Ashley Kerbaugh, Carolina Pettus and
Margo Worman! Recognition events will be a part of the worship service on May
10th plus we will have a reception for the seniors during coffee hour.

In addition to celebrating with our high school seniors, we would like to
acknowledge and celebrate the graduations of other church family members. This
would include tech school, college, community college, military training, graduate
programs, etc. If you have a family member (here in town or far away) who will be
graduating this year please call the church office (233-1192) so we can include their
accomplishments in our recognition efforts.

Midweek

Join us for the last week of Midweek suppers and activities for this school year. It is a wonderful opportunity for
fellowship and delicious meals at a great price. Just $5.00 per adult/youth and $2.50 per child. Supper is served at
6:30 p.m. We hope to see you at Midweek! Reservations are not needed.

April 29:
Last Midweek Meal until October
Scalloped Potatoes and Ham
Green Beans

Ice Cream Treats
Milk

THANK YOU!! THANK YOu!l

As the Midweek year ends we must thank several people who were instrumental in making Midweek successful this
year. Mary Skalet and Kathy Giddings did an outstanding job planning our menus and shopping for groceries. Kathy
McKaig did an amazing job of preparing the meals for us -- even after she went back to full-time work. | also thank
her family for their help at times. Thank you also to Nancy Herman, Liz Bancroft and Peggy Johnson for their help in
the kitchen and also to our dedicated crews of table setters (primarily Tom & Phyllis Dowdell) and dishwashers. It is
truly a family event with everyone helping out as best they can.
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CE News
1 The last week of church school classes and children's worship for this school year will be Sunday,
May 17th.

1 Thank you to our dedicated and caring education leaders: Ken Covey, Walt Worman, George
O'Neill, Beth Postema, Nancy Herman, Peggy Johnson, Nancy Emerson, Kim Kelsh, Martha
Wheeler, Cheri Martin and Barb Worman. Thank you also to the many nursery volunteers for their
loving care of the little ones and to Kathy McKaig for coordinating the nursery staffing.

9 Bibles will be presented to this year's second graders on Sunday, May 10th during the 10:30 am
worship service.

Vacation Church School - mark your calendar !
Discovery Canyon - Explore the Wonders of the Word!
Monday, June 8th through Friday, June 12th

"l will praise you, Lord, with all my heart and tell about the wonders you have worked." Psalm 9:1

During VCS 2009 we will venture to Discovery Canyon where we will examine the majesty and wonder of
God's amazing love -- in the world -- and in the Word. Using the atmosphere and metaphor of the
canyonlands we will explore the mystery of hidden caves, travel through dry and desolate places and soar
over amazing vistas. Join this wonderful community of all ages for a week of fun, learning and friendship.
This year's VCS coordinator, Cheri Martin, and a team of volunteers will soon begin planning and creating.
Consider joining us in the preparation phase and/or during VCS week in June. For more information or to
volunteer, contact Cheri Martin.

Pentecost Offering - Sunday, May 31st

This special offering of the Presbyterian Church USA is dedicated to ministries which seek to meet the
needs of at risk children and youth. 40% of our church's offering on Pentecost Sunday stays in our local
community. This year we will again be giving this portion to the Rainbow Bridge - Safe Exchange Visitation
Center . Rainbow Bridge supports children, youth and families by providing a place where positive parent-
child visitations and safe exchanges between parents may occur. Rainbow Bridge is currently facing
severe financial needs due to a decrease in grants and donations, and even faces the possibility of closing.
Our donations can help demonstrate our support of this vital service for children and families where
interactions may put children at physical or emotional risk. Please help support children and youth with
your donation to the Pentecost Offering. Thank you!

Fraser, Ltd.'s 8th Annual Youth Volunteer Camp

July 27-31 for kids age 10-14

You can participate in a volunteer project with a group of your friends or you can use volunteering as a way
to develop new friendships. Have fun participating in activities that you enjoy or learn new skills to share
with others.

Visit www.fraserltd.org or call Kim at 701.232.3301 to register.
Be a positive role model for youth. If you would like to be a Co-Team Leader (age 15-20) or a Team leader
(age 21 & above) please sign up today!
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Clearwater Forest

Yes, we will get to enjoy some summer this year... and let's make the best use of the time we can be out in
God's amazing creation. Consider spending some time this summer at Presbyterian Clearwater Forest, a
premier camp and conference facility near Brainerd, MN. There are camp and conference opportunities for
all ages and interests.

Here are some of the many summer options:
Discovery Camp for grades 3-6 (traditional one week camp)
Adventure Camp for grades 7-9 (traditional one week camp)
Two week Camp for jr. high and sr. high youth

Teen Arts Camp

Sr. High Beach Camp

First-Timers Camp (four day camp for elementary age campers)
Adult Adventures in Sailing and Sea Kayaking

Family Camp

Senior Retreat

Grands Camp for grandparents and grandchildren

Creative Arts Festival for all ages and families

Quilting Day and Chrysalis for adult women

For more information check out the Clearwater Forest display in Fellowship Hall. Talk with families who
have been to camp at Clearwater - Herman's, Postema's, Worman's, Biller's or Pastor Nancy..Visit the
Clearwater web site at www.clearwaterforest.org or call the camp office at 218.678.2325 for more
information. Online registration is available again this year.

in the Multiple
We woul d apprecia
in the wal k.
Don & Maric

Congregation Member going to Iraq
Miranda Koenig will be stationed in Irag and can be
reached at:

Koenig, Miranda
34th Mp Co., 34th INF DIV
APO AE, 09374
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Birthdays

April Birthdays
Bale, Joanne
DeJong,Evelyn
Dowdell,Phyllis
Dickelman,Karen
Swee,Elizabeth
Postema,Beth
DeJong,Donald
Eggiman,Logan
Peterson,Shawn
Sambo,Peter
Eggiman,Kathy
Mathews,Ruth
Ghauri,Rukhsana
Kerbaugh,Nicholas
Zimmerman,Sidney
Gerke,Robert
Martinez,Bemuse
Duysen,Rieley
Heidrich,Bonny
Schnaidt,Kathryn
Skalet,Mary
Woods,William

and Anni

May Birthdays Olinger,Dan 25
1 From,Jacqueline 1 Erickson,Bonnie 27
1 Keller,Makayla 1  Erickson,Jay 27
1 Pender,Myrtle 1  Schrader,William 29
5 Danielson,Marie 2 Homan,William 30
7 Osborne,Amy 2 Hestbeck,Nicole 31
9 Pemble,Patricia 3 Martinez,Roberto 31
10 Larry, Todd 4 Munighan,Jerald 31
11 Phonethep,Khamboun 4 _ . .
14 Lenarz,Jess 5 April Anniversaries
14 Ecker,Scott 6
Fletcher,Seth 7 Long, Robert and Mary 11
16 Nelson,James 8 Eggiman, Lonny and Kathy16
112 Pemble,Ayesha 10 Covey, Ken and Grace 27
18 Hanson,Imani 12 . )
19 Larson,Greta 12 May Anniversaries
20 Osborne,Caroline 12
Reierson-Kelsh,Kim 13 Ballard, Robert and Carolyn 1
20 Bach,Jessica 14 Conrad, Patty and Russ 7
23 Gronhovd,Sandra 15 Givers, Juneve and David 8
23 Lordeman,Aaron 15 Dickelman, Hal and Karen 9
24 McLean,Bruce 22 Erickson, Jay and Bonnie 9
30 Nelson,Terry 23  Lobitz, Jane and Timothy 10
30 Schrader,Megan 23
Conrad,Justin 25
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“So many people having so much fun
while examining issues related to faith.”
July 26-31, 2009
Buena Vista University, Storm Lake, Iowa

Go to www.lakesandprairies.org/school.html
or phone 1-800-328-1880, ext. 207.

Building a Culture of Peace
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