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Elders, Deacons Installed 

As a sign of solidarity, formerly ordained elders and deacons lay hands on newly 
ordained elder Rich Martin and Deacon Nancy Herman. The Laying on of hands was 
part of the installation of elders and deacons during the February 14 Worship 
Service. Also installed where elders Gerry Van Amburg, Margo Worman, Tim 
Postema and deacons Judy Ortez,  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To all those individuals who stepped forward and helped with this year cherry 
pie supper. 
 
Although this yearôs number will be significantly lower than in the recent past it 
would be hard to call our annual cherry pie supper anything but a success. 
Nearly one hundred volunteers of all ages again pitched in to help provide the 
skills, talent and hard work necessary to carry out such an event. 
 
Again Thank you 
Erik Swee
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Contributions were high and steady in the last three months of 2008 which brought us close to balancing the 2008 
budget. Now, in the new year, income has slacked off which is understandable, but also dire in its implications for the 
ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΦ ¢ŀƪŜ ŀ ǎǘǳŘƛŜŘ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŀǘŜ ƻŦ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ ƛŦ ƛǘΩǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƻƛŎŜΦ /ŀƴ ȅƻǳ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ that 
level?  
Also, remember your three year pledge to the Capital Fund. We need those monies to pay our loans and maintain our 
buildings and grounds. 
¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ CƛǊǎǘ tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊƛŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ς Moorhead. We appreciate it and 
thank you! 

Tom Dowdell 
Stewardship/Financial Committee 

The First Presbyterian Church of Moorhead 
2900 Fifth Street South, Moorhead MN 56560 

http://www.firstpresmhd.org  
218 233-1192 

 E-mail addresses 
 Church - fpresbyterian@integraonline.com 
 Pastor Nancy - nancy68emerson@hotmail.com 
 Pat Matthys - fpresbyterian@integraonline.com 
 Barb Worman - BGMW54@aol.com 
 Newsletter articles - firstepistle@gomoorhead.com 
 

Our mission is to be a caring community of Godôs people who live by Christôs 
teachings, reach out to others to share the love of God, and celebrate the good 
news of Jesus Christ through worship, prayer, thought, and action. 

 

mailto:fpresbyterian@integraonline.com
mailto:nancy68emerson@hotmail.com
mailto:fpresbyterian@integraonline.com
mailto:BGMW54@aol.com
mailto:firstepistle@gomoorhead.com
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2008 ALTERNATIVE GIFT MARKET TOTALS 
 Church World Service ς bells, note cards, posters $392.00 

Native Harvest ς wild rice, maple syrup, soup mixes $215.50 
Serrv ς handmade gift items, soup mixes, lams $1003.00 
Bead for Life ς handmade paper, bead jewelry from Uganda $1027.00 
Import Peace Olive Oil ς from Palestinian coop $404.00 
Knitting Group ς scarves/monies designated to Friendship, flux. $62.00 

Fair Trade Merchandise ς coffee, tea, chocolate, nuts, etc $400.00 
Raffle ς Loretta Wickie donated cookbook she authored $10.00 
Bake Sale ς monies to be designated to local mission $401.00 
 
Olive wood ornaments ς monies designated by purchaser to 
Dorothy Day or Liegh Community Center, Nairobi $200.00 

 TOTAL RECEIPTS $4114.50 
 
Alternative Gift Market monies available for local mission include receipts from the bake sale, raffle, and income above costs for Church Worlds Service and Native Harvest items with a total 
of $ 559.73 this year. Action Ministry Committee will designate which local mission(s) will receive these monies. 
Last year's amount of $560.40 was donated to the Central Cities Ministries, a fund established in 1994, to meet the needs of people in our community who have exhausted every other source of 
help. Persons requesting help are interviewed and their needs are assessed. Many times this assistance is the difference between being able to stay in their home or becoming homeless. As 
you can well imagine with the economic situation being what it is, the requests continue to grow. 
The Alternative Gift Market Committee extends a heartfelt [THANK YOU! to each a every one of you who participated in the many different ways that you did! Whether it was setting- up or taking- 
down, working a booth, donating to the bake sale or purchasing some of the wonderful gift items available at the Market again this year; you made this community event a success, and most 
importantly, by doing so, you have supported the efforts of people around the world, our sisters & brothers, as they work to provide a better life for themselves, their families and communities. 
Thanks be to GOD! 

 

LOOKING AHEAD TO ALTERNATIVE GIFT MARKET 2009 
Next year, we hope to go more green by offering customers the opportunity to buy a reusable fabric shopping bag to carry their purchases land of 
course reuse throughout the year) The Sewing Group, which meets here at church one Saturday a month, has indicated their willingness to help get these bags 
made. With a hundred or more to make between now and next fall, we can sure use all the help we can get! If you are able to sew a simple straight-line seam, 
you too can make these bags and help us do our part to save the planet from any more plastic bags. If you would like to come sew at church some Saturday group 
meeting(s) or make some bags at home, please let Kathy Giddings, Mary Skalet or Dagne Forbes know & we will put you to work. I THANK YOU! 
 

F/M Communiversity Spring 2009 
While there are many extremely interesting and exciting courses being offered during the spring sessions of F/M 
communiveristy the following is one that might be of particular interest to us Presbyterians. John Calvin was a prime force 
in the founding of our denomination. 

 John Calvin: The Lutheran You Never Knew 

Gregg Muilenburg 
Sundays; April 19 and 26, 2-4 P.M. 
Room 214, Ivers Science Bui/ding, Concordia College, Moorhead 
Free and open to the public. Pre-registration is encouraged and appreciated. 

 
Funded, in part, by the North Dakota Humanities Council 

This course will investigate the life, times and work of John Calvin on the occasion of his 500
th

 birthday. We will suggest that the 

famed scholar was the most misunderstood of the reformers and perhaps the best interpreter of Luther. The role of reason and 

education in the life of faith will be one of the principal foci, as will the culture into which Calvin was born. 
 

Gregg Muilenburg, Calvin College BA, University of Chicago MA, PhD. Muilenburg teaches in the Philosophy department and is 
the Division Chair for the Core Curriculum and Faculty Development at Concordia College. He has taught metaphysics, 
philosophy of language and philosophy of law for 31 years at Concordia. He has published widely on metaphor and the writings 

of Nikos Kazantzakis. 
Recommended Reading: John Ca/vinðA Sixteenth Century Portrait by William J. Bouwsma (ISBN: 0195059514, Oxford 

University Press) 
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Dear First Pres Church family, 
 
The Worship Committee has been reviewing all of its functions and how we 
carry out our ministry together. As we look at the service of the Hospitality 
Teams we recognize that we need to interpret what that ministry is all 
about.  First, for Christians hospitality holds special significance: 
 

Christians welcome strangers as we ourselves have been welcomed into God 
through the love of Jesus Christ. 
 

Henri Nouwen, a noted theologian, says that òHospitality is the creation of a 
free space where strangers become friends. Hospitality is not to change 
people, but to offer them space where change can take place.ó 
So, when you offer that cup of coffee, or a friendly òGood morningó, or usher 
or greet people as they come to church you are mirroring the love of God and 
creating a possibility for you and that person to deepen a relationship with 
God.  
The Worship committee urges every member and their families to be a part of a Hospitality Team.  You should find your name on 
one of the teams on the enclosed list (page 4).  Your Team leader will contact you about signing up for specific duties during your 
month. For new members and those not on our lists at this time, we added your name where additional team members were 
needed.  If the month we have chosen for you doesnõt work, please let LaRae McGillivray know at 236-1630. We will work with 
you to find a more suitable time.  Also if you are NOT on the list and would like to be included, please give LaRae a call. It is our 
hope that participating in this ministry will be a blessing to you and to others. 
Finally, if you have suggestions of how we can make this a more vital ministry in our congregation, please share your wisdom 
with us. 
Sincerely, 
LaRae McGillivray, Hospitality Team Leader 
Diane Wray Williams, Moderator of Worship Committee 
 
 

TAKE A LOOK  
AT THE First Presbyterian Church ς Moorhead WEBSITE (http://www.firstpresmhd.orgύΦ LǘΩǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ƴŜǿ 
management. Check it out and give us your feedback. 
Webmaster 

http://www.firstpresmhd.org/
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Hospitality Teams 

You should find your name on one of the teams on the enclosed list.  Your Team leader will contact you about signing up for 
specific duties during your month. For new members and those not on last yearõs listing, we added your name where additional 
team members were needed.  If the month we have chosen for you doesnõt work, please let LaRae McGillivray know at 236-1630. 
We will work with you to find a more suitable time.  Also if you are NOT on the list and would like to be included, please give 
LaRae a call. 

January  

Burt and Eleanor Adair 
Ron & Peggy Johnson 
Ron & Margaretha Hagemann 
Clarence &Carole Smerud 
Gerry & Janet Van Amberg 
Milt & Kathleen Wilkinson 
Jacky Ogundeji 
 

February  

Curtis Martin 
John and Judy Ortez*  
Jane Tandberg 
Bill & Marilyn Woods 
Melissa Selders-Ortez 
Sharon & Barry Bach 

March  

David Miller 
Jay & Bonnie Erickson 
Mary Lou Rosenfelt 
Bill & Jess Lenarz 
Jim & Dorothy Nelson 
DŜƻǊƎŜ hΩbŜƛƭ 
Juneve Givers * 
 

April   
James & Myrna Beattie* 
Don & Marion Dejong 
Myrtle Brekke 
Richard & Helen Pemble 
Jeanne Walker 
Dick &Loretta Wickie  
 

May  

Gregg &Joanne Bale 
Debbie Bjerke 
Richard & Jackie From 
Grace Krabbenhoft 
Ross & Ruth Matthews 
Dusty & Laurie  Mjoen 
Bill & Kay Finley 
Bob & Carolyn Ballard* 
 

June  

Dagne Forbes 
Hal & Pegi Ecker 
Robert & Mary Long 
Norm & Lisa Mark 
Jim & Beth Postema 
 

July  

Ken & Grace Covey 
*Phyllis & Tom Dowdell 
Joan Lordeman 
Jane Lobitz 
Nancy & Bill Herman 
Kim-Reirson Kelsh 
 

August  

Don & Margaret Martin 
David & Martha Wheeler 
Walt & Barb Worman 
Clement & Maggie Sambo 
Rich & Cheri Martin  

 

September  

George & Helen Wolf 
Mitch & Kathy McKaig 
Tim & Elise Nelson* 
Brian and Kandy Hazard 
Paul and Laura Schmidt 

October  

Vern & Elizabeth Bancroft 
Brad & Audrey Hawkins 
Roy & Leola Jefferson 
Terry &LaRae McGillivray* 
Terry& Lynette Nelson 
Doug &Margaret Sillers 
Jim & Marlys Winter   
 

November  

Richard & Beverly Biever 
Dale & Sandy Gronhovd 
Joel & Angie Kerbaugh 
Virginia Kolba 
Larry & Marcella McCloud 
Tom & Diane Williams 
Jerry & Arlene Munighan* 
Arlene Langanger 
 

December  

Patty Conrad 
Hal & Karen Dickelman 
Kathy Giddings 
Jean Mason 
Mary Skalet 
Erik & Elizabeth Swee 
Doug & LuAnne Buehre 
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YOUTH NEWS  
Mark your calendar!  

 Join us for a great weekend packed with fun, friendship, faith-building, and food!  
 

Presbytery of the Northern Plains Retreat  
 "Living in a Material World"  

 

Friday through Sunday, April 17 - 19  -  for youth in grades 6 - 12 

at Crystal Springs Camp, west of Jamestown, ND 
Cost: $75 per person covers programming, lodging, and great food. 

Youth  group events for Middle School (grades 5 - 7)  
Sunday, March 8th  

4:00 - 6:00 pm - Movie Night  

Sunday, March 29th  
6:00 pm - meet at the Moorhead Church to car pool to West Fargo 
and return at 8:50 pm  
Supper and Games with the middle school youth group at 
Community Presbyterian Church in West Fargo.  

Youth group events for Senior High 

(grades 8 - 12)  
 Meet on Wednesdays at 7 PM  

March 4
th

   Game night (with human game pieces)  
March 11

th
   Scavenger Hunt / Bible Trivia Night 

March 18th  No youth group - spring break  
Mar 25

th 
  Planning night for fundraising projects 

 
 
 
 

Birthdays  
 

Adair, Elenore ....................... MAR   2 
Kerbaugh, Joel ........................ MAR   2 
Eggiman, Lonny .................... MAR   3 
Langager, Arlene .................. MAR   4 
Pemble, Helen ........................ MAR   6 
Johnson, Kaitlyn.................... MAR   8 
Bale, Barbara ........................ MAR 12 
Ballard, Robert ..................... MAR 12 
Fletcher, Kathy ..................... MAR 14 
Larson, Johnathon .................MAR 15 

McLean, Lauren ..................... MAR 16 
Nelson, Ana .......................... MAR 17 
Long, Robert ........................... MAR19 
Nelson, Martin ..................... MAR  19 
Nelson, Mitchell ................... MAR  19 
Hawkins, Audrey................... MAR  20 
Hanson, Nicholas ................. MAR  21 
Kley, Jason ............................ MAR  21 
Danielson, Henry ................. MAR  23 
Finley,Bill ............................. MAR  24 

VanAmburg, Janet ............... MAR  24 
Phonethep, Hannah .............MAR  25 
Mjoen,Luc ............................ MAR  26 
Martin, Curtis ...................... MAR   29 
Givers, Juneve...................... MAR  30 
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Midweek  
Here's a good practice to take on for Lent - add Midweek fellowship and supper to 
your routine. Deepen your connections with fellow members of our church family 
around the supper table each Wednesday. This is a wonderful opportunity for 
fellowship and delicious meals at a great price. Just $5.00 per adult/youth and 
$2.50 per child. Supper is served at 6:30 p.m. We hope to see you at Midweek! 

Reservations are not needed.  
 

March Menus:  

 
¶ March 4:  Barbecues, Chips, Carrot & Celery sticks, coleslaw, apple crisp 

w/whipped cream, milk 

¶ March 11:  Pot luck- milk will be furnished. Please bring a main dish, salad, side dish or dessert to share  

¶ March 18: Soup and Sandwiches, Ice cream sundaes, milk 

¶ March 25:  Tater Tot Hotdish, Coleslaw, Assorted Breads,  Bars, milk 

CE News  
¶ Church school (preschool through grade 7): During the Lenten season we will explore Jesus' many miracles and try to 

understand the amazing impact Jesus had on people as he traveled with the disciples preaching, teaching and healing. 
Join us each Sunday at 9:15 am to learn more about Jesus life and ministry and to prepare for the celebration of Easter.  

 
¶ The Adult Topics class is beginning a study of the Old Testament book of Nehemiah - "a book of comfort, a book of 

challenge" - using the "Work for God" study guide developed by our church partners of Chogoria Presbytery in Kenya, 
Africa. The Session and other study groups will be following the same study guide throughout the next year. 
Newcomers are invited to join the Topics Class at any time. Drop by room 3 at 9:15 a.m. on Sundays and join the 
conversation! 

 

¶ Fish Banks are Back!! During the season of Lent we encourage children, youth, adults and 
families to use a fish bank to collect their donations to One Great Hour of Sharing 
(OGHS). Our donations will help support three aid & support ministries: Presbyterian 
Hunger Program, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance and Self-Development of People. 
During church school we will share information about OGHS with the children and 
youth and we will encourage them to find creative ways to earn funds for their fish 
banks. Watch the bulletin for more information about OGHS. Talk about these 
ministries at home with your family. Last year our children and youth 
generously donated $102.00  to One Great Hour of Sharing. Banks are 
available at church school and on the table in the narthex. Please bring 

banks back to the church on Easter Sunday in April. 
 

Great Days Out  
Camp Fire will be hosting two free activity days here at the church during school vacation days on Wednesday and 
Thursday, March 18 and 19. Great Days Out meets from 12:30 ς 5:30 pm. These activity days are for elementary 
aged children. Call Camp Fire at 236-1090 to register.   
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Vacation Church School -  mark your calendar!  
Discovery Canyon - Explore the Wonders of the Word!  
Monday, June 8th through Friday, June 12th 
"I will praise you, Lord, with all my heart and tell about the wonders you have worked." Psalm 9:1 
During VCS 2009 we will venture to Discovery Canyon where we will examine the majesty and wonder of God's 
amazing love -- in the world -- and in the Word. Using the atmosphere and metaphor of the canyonlands we will 
explore the mystery of hidden caves, travel through dry and desolate places and soar over amazing vistas. Join this 
wonderful community of all ages for a week of fun, learning and friendship. This year's VCS coordinator, Cheri 
Martin, and a team of volunteers will soon begin planning and creating.  Consider joining us in the preparation phase 
and/or during VCS week in June. For more information or to volunteer, contact Cheri Martin.  
 

Two Organization Receive SDOP Grants 

 Elizabeth Swee presented SDOP grants to the Immigrant Development Center of Fargo represented by Fowzia 
Adde, director, and Mujeres Unidas / Women United, Monica Trevino, co-director.  The IDC is planning to 

open within about a year in the near downtown area of Fargo...small businesses under one roof designed 
to enable new immigrants to utilize their skills and to become more economically stable.  Mujeres Unidas is 
planning to build "Casa Latina", a center for women in the Moorhead area which will provide training for 
several jobs as well as provide a meeting place for area women and a home for several college age young 
women.   
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Items for the Dorothy Day Food Pantry 
Action Ministry has proposed having a monthly calendar of items to donate to the Dorothy Day Food Pantry. We thought it might make it  
easier for church members to know what items are needed and we can remind people each month what they should bring.. The 
coordinator of the Food Pantry suggested the following items: 
 

January - hot and dry cereal 
February - canned or boxed main dishes 
March - canned fruit 
April - diapers 
May - pasta and sauce 
June - laundry soap 

July - peanut  butter 
August - canned tuna and poultry 
September - canned chili, soups and stew 
October - coffee 
November - flour, sugar and pancake mix 
December - baby food and formula 

 
We would encourage you to post this calendar in your home as a reminder of what item is needed each month. The items 
can be placed in the shopping cart in the narthex. 
During this time of recession the Pantry is busier than ever. Let's do what we can to make sure nobody goes hungry.  

For additional information contact Bonnie Erickson 233-4861 
 

 

March is Minnesota Food Share month. The youth have 

distributed shopping bags to remind you and make it convenient 

for you bring food items to the church. Food and monies 

collected during the month help determine to portion of 

corporate contributions the Dorothy Day Pantry will receive 

from the MFS organization. Simply put, your contribution during 

the month of Marc h has more impact than at any other time of 

the year.  

 

 

 

 
Dear Friends 
I want to thank Pastor Nancy, circle 1, the deacons and 
church members for your visits, cards, thoughts and 
prayers. You have been so kind and thoughtful. I am 
proud to be a member of First Presbyterian in 
-EEH>;7:~ ĀBJ>EK=> ) 97D§J 7JJ;D: I;HL?9;I y I worry a 
lot, but God has been good and answered many of my 
prayers. Thank you again.  
Love M. Jean Dustrud 
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