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The annual Cherry Pie 

supper is less than three 
weeks away. If you have not 

picked up your pre-sale tickets or 
signed up to volunteer  now is the time to do 

so. Tickets will be available on Sundays from Erik 
Swee, by contacting the church office or by 
contacting Erik Swee at (701) 388-2675. To 
volunteer there are sign up sheets posted in 
fellowship hall or you may contact a member of the New Life committee 
(Carolyn Ballard, Erik Swee, Mary Skalet, or Mary Lou Rosenfeldt).  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

February 25, 7:00 PM 
 
You are encouraged to join the Wednesday, Midweek program at 6:15 pm for 

a spaghetti Supper. 
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The Logo for Stewardship—————>  

 The Finance/Stewardship Committee has agreed that our Logo 
should continue into 2009, representing our many people and 
backgrounds held safely in Godôs hand. And that we shall do! 
 In the Year End Treasurerôs Report (page 16 in the Annual Report 
2008), the ñPer Capitaò charge was explained, ñ...essentially a 
membership charge of the Presbyterian Church USA,ò for each church 
member, to fund the operating costs of the General Assembly $6.15, 
Synod of Lakes and Prairies $4.80, and Northern Plains Presbytery  
$31.00. That amount this year is $41.95 per person. The total 
apportioned to First Presbyterian Church Moorhead is $9,816.30, 
based on 234 members. This item in the budget is not Benevolence, 
and the budget will be modified to put this item in Administrative 
Expense. 
 We respectfully request that all of our members pay this amount 
above and beyond the pledged contributions. Please mark your 
offerings: ñper capita.ò Let me know if you have a question about this. 

Tom Dowdell       
        Finance/Stewardship Committee 

 

The First Presbyterian Church of Moorhead 
2900 Fifth Street South, Moorhead MN 56560 

http://www.firstpresmhd.org 
218 233-1192 

 E-mail addresses 
 Church - fpresbyterian@integraonline.com 
 Pastor Nancy - nancy68emerson@hotmail.com 
 Pat Matthys - fpresbyterian@integraonline.com 
 Barb Worman - BGMW54@aol.com 
 Newsletter articles - firstepistle@gomoorhead.com 
 

Our mission is to be a caring community of Godôs people who live by Christôs 
teachings, reach out to others to share the love of Christ, and celebrate the good 
news of Jesus Christ through worship, prayer, thought, and action. 

 

mailto:fpresbyterian@integraonline.com
mailto:nancy68emerson@hotmail.com
mailto:fpresbyterian@integraonline.com
mailto:BGMW54@aol.com
mailto:firstepistle@gomoorhead.com
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Presbyterian News 
Synod of Lakes and Prairies 
Cheryl Biller elected moderator of  
Synod of Lakes and Prairies 
 

The Synod of Lakes and Prairies elected and installed Elder Cheryl Biller of Northern Plains 
Presbytery as moderator of the synod for 2009 during its winter meeting Jan. 18-20 at Mount 
Olivet Retreat Center, Farmington, Minn.  
 
The synod also elected and installed the Rev. Bob Bouton, East Iowa Presbytery, as vice 
moderator. 
 
Biller and her husband, Curt, reside in Fargo, N.D. She is an elder in First Presbyterian Church in 
Moorhead, Minn., serves as moderator of the Emerging Churches Coaching Team in Northern 
Plains Presbytery, and is the presbyteryôs representative to Presbyterian Clearwater Forest. She 
serves on the synodôs Program Coordination Committee.  
 

She holds a masterôs degree in plant pathology from North Dakota State University, and works with farmers, nursery 
and greenhouse personnel, crop consultants and some homeowners to produce healthy and bountiful green things. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Presbytery of the Northern Plains 
 
The Presbytery of the Northern Plains being sparsely populated with relatively few congregations has historically 
faced the challenge of staying connected. The advent of the internet has greatly improved the ability of PNPôs 
members to stay informed about current happenings at the Presbytery level. PNPôs website contains many interesting 
articles, useful information and internet links. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
http://www.firstpresmhd.org  

 
Tom Dowdell has taken on the task of updating our churchôs website. Over the next weeks and months as he brings 
the site current two things would be helpful for him. First, acknowledge to Tom that you are visiting and using the 
site.Secondly, upon visiting the site if you notice the layout do not seem to be properly displayed, please bring it to 
Tomôs attention. Different web browsers interpret and display sites differently.  
 
 
 

Additional Synod news including articles of interest may be 
 reached on the web at http://www.lakesandprairies.org 
 

Presbytery of the Northern Plains web site 
http://www.northernplainspresbytery.com 

 

http://www.firstpresmhd.org/
http://www.lakesandprairies.org/
http://www.northernplainspresbytery.com/
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Christian Education 
 

Youth News 

 

Rescheduled from cold January  

to much warmer February (we hope) 
 
Friday & Saturday, February 27 & 28 at Buena Vista Ski Area near Bemidji, MN  
 

Weôll take a coach bus up to Buena Vista on Friday evening, ski all day Saturday and 
return to Moorhead about 9-10 pm.  

 
Registration deadline is February 15th

.
 

 Info flyers and the registration/rental forms are available on the table in the narthex.  
 
Any adults or families interested in skiing with us are invited to join the fun! Let's fill the bus!  
Children younger than 5th grade need to be accompanied by a parent.  
 
Note: if you registered for the January trip but cannot attend this February one, please contact Barb Worman or the 
church office so we can return your payment.  
 

Saturday, February 21st  ï Cherry Pie Supper 
We encourage all of our youth and their families to help with this all-church event! 

 

Join the fun ---  
¶ Presbytery Retreat ï "Living in a Material World"  

 Friday through Sunday, April 17-19  -  for youth in grades 6 - 12  
  At Crystal Springs Camp, west of Jamestown, ND     
  Cost: $75 per person covers programming, lodging, and great food.  

Midweek  
Wednesday evenings at church are a wonderful opportunity for fellowship and delicious 
meals at a great price. Just $5.00 per adult/youth and $2.50 per child. Supper is served 
at 6:30 p.m. (except on February 25

th
 when we will eat at 6:15 pm due to Ash 

Wednesday worship service at 7 pm). We hope to see you at Midweek! Reservations 
are not needed.  

February Menus  
¶ Feb 4:   Lasagna, Garlic Bread, Salad, Brownies, Milk  

¶ Feb 11:   Soup and Sandwiches, , Milk,  Cookies  

¶ Feb 18:   Pot Luck  
¶ Feb 25:   Spaghetti & Meat Sauce, Garlic Bread, Salad, Milk, Ice Cream treats    

¶ February 25 ï supper will be served at 6:15 pm due to 7 pm Ash Wednesday worship service  
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So, what’s coming up this month at youth group? 

 
 

Sunday, February 8th  4:00 - 6:00 p.m.  

We will meet at church at 4 pm and car pool to the Dike and come back to church for hot chocolate & snack 
after sledding. Dress for the weather!  

  

Sunday, February 22
nd

 4:00 - 5:30 pm      

" "
Join us for games & fun plus two service projects (we have several fleece blankets to finish  plus a 
project to help promote MN Food Share month which is in March).  

 
Note: if it's too cold or stormy to go to the Dike on the 8th, we'll switch plans and go to the Dike on the 22nd (and do 
the service projects on the 8th). 

 

 

Please join the Senior High Youth Group on Wednesday evenings at 7:00pm for fun and fellowship. 
Upcoming events include: 

 

¶ February 4 - Baking cookies for ourselves, and making cookie dough for the Ronald McDonald House 

¶ February 11 - Outside winter fun/sledding at Dike West (dress for outside temperatures) 

¶ February 18 - Help Setup and get ready for the Cherry Pie Supper 

¶ February 25 - No Youth Group - Ash Wednesday 

¶ March 4 - Volunteering at the Dorothy Day Food Pantry 

¶ March 11 - Game Night (with human game pieces) 

¶ March 18 - No Youth Group (Possibly a movie night though) 

¶ March 25 - Fund Raiser night/Bake Sale prep? 
 

CE News  
¶ Church school (preschool through grade 7): recently we have been exploring Jesus' early ministry (baptism 

and the calling of the disciples) and trying to understand what it means to be a baptized disciple of Christ. In 
the coming weeks we will explore Jesus' many parables and try to "unwrap" their meaning. Join us as we 
explore the parables and what they teach us about the Kingdom of God.  

¶ The Adult Topics class continues their study of various religions. Newcomers are invited to join this discussion 
group at any time. Drop by room 3 and join the conversation! 

¶ One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) ï during the season of Lent (which begins on February 25th this year) we 
encourage children, youth, adults and families to use a fish bank to collect donations to OGHS. Banks will be 
available at church school and on the table in the narthex. We will collect the banks on Easter Sunday. OGHS 
supports three aid & support ministries: Presbyterian Hunger Program, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance and 
Self-Development of People. Last year our children and youth generously donated $102.00  to One Great 
Hour of Sharing. Many people are struggling to earn a living and feed their families in our community and 
throughout the world - can we try to give more this year?  
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Camp Fire will be hosting a free activity day here at the 
church during the school vacation day on Friday, 
February 27. Great Days Out meets from 12:30 ï 5:30 
pm. These activity days are for elementary aged 
children. Call Camp Fire at 236-1090 to register.   

Grace Covey would like to thank all the family and 
friends that shared with her the celebration of her 90

th
 

Birthday.  

 
Just arrived a new order of Fair Exchange Products 
including a variety of Coffees; whole and ground bean, 
Teas, cocoa and chocolate bars. Also arrive is a new 
assortment of snacks (cranberries, almonds and 
pecans). 

Amy Lobitz .......................................................... 1 
Eli DeJong .......................................................... 4 
Marion DeJong ................................................... 4 
Ann Burnett ........................................................ 9 
Angie Kerbaugh ................................................. 9 
Gerrit Postema ................................................... 9 
Douglas Sillers ................................................... 9 
Brad Cook ........................................................ 10 
Molly Ecker ....................................................... 10 
Margaret Sillers ................................................ 14 
Tom Kley .......................................................... 15 
Tenie Peet ........................................................ 15 
Hal Ecker .......................................................... 22 
Kaylee Fletcher ................................................ 23 
Virginia Kolba ................................................... 25 
Steven Johnson ............................................... 27 

Corinne & Kevin Kaufmann ................................ 5 
Dagne & Bill Forbes ......................................... 17 
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 Religious and  
 Demographic 

Profile of Presbyterians 2005  
Findings from the Initial Survey of the 2006 -2008 Presbyterian 
Panel  

 

One in six laity (members, 18%; elders, 17%) but fewer ministers (pastors, 5%; specialized clergy, 2%) 

believes the Bible is ñto be taken literally, word for word.ò Instead, majorities of 71% or more choose one 

of these two statements to describe the Bible: ñ[It is] the word of God, to be interpreted in the light of its 

historical and cultural contextò or ñ[It is] the word of God, to be interpreted in the light of its historical 

context and the Churchôs teachingsò . 

 

When members of the Presbyterian Church were asked their view of the bible they said that 
The Bible:  Specialized 
 Members  Elders  Pastors  Clergy  
is the word of God, to be taken literally, word for word. .................................... 18%  17%  5%  2%  
is the word of God, to be interpreted in the light of its historical  

and cultural context. ................................................................................... 38%  43%  56%  53%  
is the word of God, to be interpreted in the light of its  
historical context and the Churchôs teachings ............................................ 33%  32%  32%  36%  

is not the word of God, but contains Godôs word to us ....................................... 8%  6%  7%  9%  
is not the word of God, but is a valuable book .................................................... 2%  *  *  *  
is an ancient book with little value today ................................................................. *  ð  ð ð  
donôt know ........................................................................................................... 2%  1%  ð  *  
 

The complete religious and Demographic Profile of Presbyterians 2005 may be found at : 
http://www.pcusa.org/research/index.htm. 

 
 
 
 
 

March Newsletter Deadline : February 22 
 
Where do newsletter articles come from? The First Epistle does 
not have a reporting staff, therefore the articles come from 
YOU; members of the congregation.  I strongly encourage anyone 
with an article or information  pertinent to the life of the 
congregation to submit it.  

 
 

http://www.pcusa.org/research/index.htm

